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Election Process RCW 35A.14.020 

 
The steps required to process an election annexation that is initiated by a 10 percent petition of 
registered voters is outlined below. 
 
1. Parties seeking annexation to the City request an “Annexation by Election”  petition calling 

for an election and setting forth the proposed boundaries of the area to be annexed.  The 
petition is required to also state the estimated number of voters residing in the proposed 
annexation area. 

 
2. Because Renton is a code city, petitioners would only be required to submit a petition with 

signatures representing 10% of the votes cast in the last general election, not the 20% 
required for non-code cities (RCW 35.13.020).   

 
3. Within three working days of receipt of such a petition the City would to send the 

“Annexation by Election”  petition to the County Elections Office for certification of the 
required number of signatures. 

 
4. After receiving certification from King County Elections and Records that the petition is 

valid, the City Council must decide within 60 days whether to accept the annexation as 
proposed, or reject it.  The Council cannot amend the annexation boundaries set forth on 
the petition. 

 
5. The City Council adopts a resolution of its approval or rejection of the petition for the 

proposed election for the described annexation area within 60 days of certification by 
County Elections.  The City must notify residents by giving notice of its decision by 
publication in one or more local newspapers of general circulation once a week, for two 
weeks, or by mailing copies of its decision to petitioners. 

 
6. Upon adoption of a resolution accepting the 10% “Annexation by Election”  petition, the 

Council files the petition with the County Clerk along with a statement setting forth any 
details of the proposition that would appear on the ballot.  These would include the 
question of annexation itself, as well as whether properties within the annexation area 
would be assessed and taxed at the same rate and on the same basis as other properties 
within the City to pay all outstanding indebtedness of the City previously approved prior to 
annexation.   

 
7. The proposition on the assumption of City indebtedness could either be combined with the 

annexation question, or listed separately so that one could vote for annexation and either 
vote for or against assuming their proportionate share of the City’s existing indebtedness.  
If they are combined, however, both measures must achieve at least 60% of the votes cast 
and the total number of votes in the election must represent at least 40% of those cast by 
voters in the proposed annexation area in the last general election. 
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8. A copy of the petition and statement are also filed with the Boundary Review Board. 
 
9. Within 10 days of receipt of the “petition and statement” , the Boundary Review Board is 

required to meet, and assuming the filing complies with the requirements of law, fix a date 
for a hearing no sooner than 15 days or more than 30 days from the date of receipt.  In this 
case, the City, not the BRB, would be required to give public notice by publication at least 
once a week, for two weeks, prior to the hearing in one or more newspapers of general 
circulation within the city, and one or more newspapers of general circulation in the area 
proposed to be annexed.  Such hearing of the BRB would have to be held within the City of 
Renton. 

 
10. The BRB is also required to conduct the hearing on the Annexation by Election petition 

with the City making a brief presentation to the Board on the proposed annexation and the 
benefits to be derived from it.  Within 30 days after the closing of the hearing the Board is 
required to either: 

 
a. Approve the petition for an election and statement, as submitted;  

b. Modify the proposed annexation area by adjusting its boundaries to include or 
exclude territory (additions cannot exceed 5% of the original area); or, 

c. Disapprove the proposal. 
 
11. If the Boundary Review Board approves either the proposal or a modified proposal, the 

Council transmits to the County Clerk, its preferred date for a special election.  This action 
can be taken at either a regular or special Council meeting and must be received by the 
County Clerk within 30 days of notice by the Board.   The City is responsible for the costs 
of the special election.  If the Board disapproves the annexation, no further action is 
required. 

 
12. The City would then coordinate with the County Elections and Records on a Notice of 

Annexation Election, ensuring that the boundaries of the proposed annexation are properly 
described, stating the objectives of the election and require voters “ to cast ballots which 
contain the words “For Annexation” or “Against Annexation”  or their equivalent wording.  
If the assumption of the City’s outstanding indebtedness were also under consideration it 
would typically be listed as a separate proposition on the ballot.  

 
13. The Notice of Annexation Election is also required to be posted by the City in four public 

places within the area proposed to be annexed and published at least once a week for two 
weeks prior to the date of the election in a newspaper or general circulation within the 
limits of the area proposed to be annexed.  This notice shall be in addition to that required 
by general election law. 

 
14. On the first Monday following the election the County canvassing board shall canvass the 

returns and state their results to the County Council.  If a majority of those voting approve 
the proposition for annexation it shall be considered approved.  If a proposition for or 
against the assumption of all or a portion of the City’s outstanding indebtedness was 
submitted to the voters, it shall be considered approved if 60% of those voting approve it 
and the number of persons voting in the annexation election represent at least 40% of the 
total number of votes cast in the annexation area in the last general election. 
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15. If one or both measures pass, the County Council is required to notify the City Clerk with a 
certified abstract showing the number of persons who voted, the number of votes cast for 
annexation and number of votes cast against annexation as the case may be.  Similarly, if a 
proposition for assumption of indebtedness was on the ballot, the certified abstract shall 
show the number of persons who voted for assuming all or a portion of the City’s 
outstanding indebtedness and those who voted against assuming all or a portion of the 
City’s outstanding indebtedness.  The abstract is also supposed to include the total number 
of votes cast the annexation area in the last general annexation. 

 
16. The City Clerk shall transmit to the Council, at its next regular meeting or before, the 

certified election results from the County Council.  If only a proposition relating to 
annexation was submitted to voters and the proposition was approved, the Council can 
proceed to adopt an ordinance for the annexation.  If a proposition for the assumption of a 
part or all of the City’s outstanding indebtedness was also included and approved, the 
Council can include the assumption of indebtedness in either of the above ordinances, as 
the case may be. 

 
17. Prior to the effective date of annexation, the City would be required to pre-zone the area 

within the annexation boundary.  
 
18. The City Council may refuse to annex the proposed annexation area if voters disapproved 

assuming their fair proportion of the City’s outstanding indebtedness. 
 
19. Upon the dates set forth in the ordinances for annexation and zoning the area would 

become a part of the City of Renton. 
 


